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are as many consciousnesses as there are paramdnus in a
single body, which is not the fact, and is not supported
by any valid means of reasoning. Moreover, there would
have appeared counteractions in a single body at every
moment which would have either resulted in the up-
setting of the functions of the body, or in the cessation
of all possible activities of the body17.

Consciousness cannot belong to the grouping or
the collocation of matter; for, such collocations are al-
ways changing; so that, a particular impression {samskdrd)
of a particular act performed by a particular group
passes away along with that group Qiparamdnus. Hence,
remembrance {smarand) also would not be possible at
all; for, in the case of remembrance it is essential that
only that thing can remember anything if that thing
itself had done or seen the act to be remembered, and
no one else. Again, if, for instance, any act is done
by the foot or hand and if that foot or that hand is
cut off, there would have been no remembrance of that
deed which was done by the foot or the hand. If some
money is given to a person by the right hand as debt,
and if by chance, that right hand is cut off, the man,
whose right hand it was, should not remember the giving
of the debt, and the debt should not have been repaid;

for, the so-called person who had given the debt is
dead, and there is no one else responsible for that debt.

We cannot hold that like the transmission of the
fragrance of musk from one thing to another due to
contact, the impression of the action performed by one
group of paramdnus can be transmitted to another group
of paramanus to make remembrance quite possible; for,
if that be the fact, then whatever is experienced by the
mother should also have been experienced by the child in
the womb of that mother; so that, it is not at all right
to think that consciousness is an attribute of matter18.

17 NBha, III. ii. 37.

18 KP. Stavaka I, Kadka. 15.